
  

 

February 2026 

òCyclists fare best when they act and are treated as drivers of vehicles.ó J. Forester  
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2026 Appointed Positions 

SCBC Plus Director Sally Griffiths 330-705-4435 

Advocacy Dave Cardarella 330-417-2681 

Cartographer Rob Stewart 330-807-5594 

Membership Thom Spellman 330-807-7651 

Featured Member Article 
 open 

New Member Mentor open 

Newsletter Editor Dave Cardarella 330-417-2681 

Roving  Photographer Debbie Mohler 330-575-1399 

Statistician Bruce Treiber 330-844-1434 

Web Page Manager Paul Schroedl 330-575-3547 

North Canton Kids Tri Donna Benzing 330-354-6185 

 James Ruberti 832-605-0581 

North Canton Police Rodeo  Lucy Figg 

2026 Club Officers 

President Dave Swinehart 330-940-9810 

Vice President Bob Evans 330-571-1793 

Recording Secretary Fran Massaro  

Road Captain and Safety 
 Sharon Fritts 330-418-5285 

Treasurer Roy Schlabach 330-730-1722 

Trustees James Ruberti 832-605-0581 

 Bruce Treiber 330-844-1434 

 Ben Young 234-360-6081 

 Nick DiMauro 330-284-9892 

 Saly Griffiths 330-705-4435 

The Spokinõ Word is a publication of the Stark County Bicycle Club. 

Dave Cardarella ~ Editor~ 

Articles should be sent to: davecardarella@gmail.com 

Submissions are due by the 25th of the month. 

 

Sally Griffiths ~ SCBC Plus Chairman 

 

Spokinõ Word SCBC Plus membership 

Small - includes 2 memberships  & 1/4 page photo $50 

Mediumñincludes 4 memberships & 1/2 page photo $95 

Largeñincluded 8 memberships & Full page photo  $160 

 

Questions regarding SCBC Plus should be directed to 

sagriff64@gmail.com 

Visit the Stark County Bike Club on the World Wide Web! 

www.bikescbc.com 

Date:  The first Tuesday of the month  

Time: 6:00 pm - Dinner (Optional, cost on your own) 

 7:00 pm - Business Meeting 

 7:40 pm - Program 

SCBC Meetings 

Spokinõ Word 
The voice of cycling in greater Stark County 

February 2026  Volume LVIII Issue 2 

Walthers Twin Tavern 
430 Applegrove St NW 
 North Canton, OH 44720  

Join our Facebook group "Stark County Bicycle Clubó 
Set your notifications to stay in touch. 

We have 96 group page members and counting!!! 
It is a great way to keep up with club information 
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Meeting Programs:  
See you there!  

 

No meeting until March 2026  

Programs needed, contact Bob Evans if you have 

a program idea.  
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Daveõs Desktop Dialog... from SCBC President Dave Swinehart  

Can I just say é Wow! What an amazing banquet. Shout out to 
all the banquet committees for a wonderful banquet. This had 
to be one of the best yet, the atmosphere, food, and socializ-
ing. Congratulations to all our awards winners.  Iõm already 
looking forward to the next banquet which will be at La Pizze-
ria, already reserved for November 7, 2026. 

We welcome back all of our Florida riders. Glad you were able 
to escape the bitter cold weõve been having here in Ohio. As I 
sit here and write this my thermometer is showing -9 degrees. 

Since we have some new and returning board members, we 
thought it would be a nice idea to write a little bio so club 
members could get to know us better. 
Iõve had a bicycle for as long as I can remember. Growing up in 
a family of 6 kids, most bikes were hand-me-downs. My first 
new bike was a Huffy Strider awarded to Akron Beacon Journal 
carriers who were able to solicit 10 new daily/Sunday customers 
for home delivery. I rode that bike everywhere untilé as most 
kids, I got my driverõs license. Then biking was put on hold 
briefly until I was in my early 20õs. I began riding again when my 
uncle and cousins talked me into riding my first SCBC ride, The 
LOST and FOUND out of Tuslaw High School. But of course, I 
needed a new bike, so I purchased a Schwinn Le Tour from our 
friend Roger at Orrville Cycling and Fitness. That bike brought 
many miles and smiles. It made its way through the family, ex-
tended family then back home where my son Alex rode it for 
several years. Those bikes were built to last. He recently sold it 
to his friend who is now enjoying it. 
I decided to join the SCBC after I participated in the bike club 
Poker Ride as a non-club member in 2018. Since that time, Iõve 
held the positions of Trustee for 4 years and Vice President for a 
year. Itõs an honor to be able to step into the role of President 
as we move forward. 

My family and I live in the Clinton area, so 
we tend to do a lot of riding on the Tow-
path. In 1996, I started riding with Bike 
Hope Love, formerly known as Pedaling 
Parsons.  My daughter Madalyn joined me 
on a few of the trips starting in 2012. 
Some of my hobbies include hunting, biking, 
hiking, and watching my kids become suc-
cessful young adults. 
Many days you can find me at Ernieõs bicy-
cle shop. Iõve dubbed it my home away 
from home. I enjoy hanging out there chat-
ting with the staff, drinking coffee, and sharing stories. Speak-
ing of coffeeé I took on the hobby of home roasting. Iõve been 
roasting my own coffee now for about 10 years. 
I am currently employed at the Medina County Park District as 
the Park District police chief. I retired from the Medina County 
Sheriffõs department as a patrol sergeant in 2015. 
 
Thank you to all past presidents, board members and all the 
membership who have made this club a premier bicycling club. I 
look forward to 2026 and continuing the good works you all have 
put in place. 
 
Enjoy the ride 
Dave 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

Three new members joined SCBC in January 
Please take time to make them welcome 

Ochoa GarrickñAkron 

Thomas and Adrienne EbnerñCanton 
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 Meet Your SCBC 2026 Officers and Trustees 

Bob EvansñVice President 

Hello, Iõm Bob Evans, your Vice President for this year. 
I will soon be starting my fourth year in the Club, which I 
have greatly enjoyed.  
I ride a Trek Demonte and do most of my riding from the 
Hartville area. However, I do enjoy riding the Towpath and 
try to do at least one ride a week on it. 
Last summer, with the help from my wife, Gloria, I rode 
the C&O Canal Towpath from Cumberland Maryland into 
Washington DC. I found the ride a bit challenging but well 
worth it. 
I am now retired, but in my working days I was the sports 
editor at the Carrollton Free Press Standard newspaper in 
Carrollton, OH. Being a sports junkie I just couldnõt sit 
back and not do anything. I went to work for the Alliance 
Review covering high school sports, something I just gave 
up this past fall. I told them, òI donõt have time to work 
anymore. Iõm just too busy.ó 
So, I hope to see you on a ride. I will do my best to get 
around to many other starting locations. 
Bob 

Fran MassaroñRecording Secretary 

I joined SCBC 17 years ago with the purpose of riding with 
others for safety and camaraderie. My chosen bike for all 
these years has been a Trek WSD 5000 - a good and trust-
ed friend. I donõt do much trail riding, but when I do my 
Felt gravel bike serves me well.  
 
I grew up in Doylestown and lived in Wadsworth most of 
my adult life. I love the roads in Wayne and rural Medina 
counties because of their beautiful scenery and low traffic 
volume. I participated in Roscoe Ramble in 2024 and loved 
the roads and countryside of that ride. Iõve biked the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, GAP trail, Upper Peninsula in Michigan, 
and Door County Wisconsin. Iõve also biked most of OTET.  
In addition to cycling, I enjoy gardening, hiking, traveling, 
painting, playing my banjo and spending time with my son 
and his family. This is my second year as secretary for the 
club.  

Sharon FrittsñRoad Captain and Safety 

I have been a club member for 13 years 

The Road Captain is responsible for facilitating the ride 
schedule and ensuring safety of the rides and maps select-
ed by ride leaders.  

I love riding my bike and exploring new places!  My favor-
ite places to ride with the club are Holmes and Tuscara-
was counties where Iõm less likely to explore on my own.  
It is great to have ride companions that stick with you 
especially in new places and if the ride becomes more of 
an adventure than anticipated.   

I am married to Alan and have 4 adult children who also 
love outdoor adventures.  In my spare time I do account-
ing and business advisory work and enjoy playing in the 
dirt planting and caring for flowers. 
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Roy SchlabachñTreasurer 

I have been a club member since 2005. The bicycles I ride 
most are a Time, Alpe DõHuez and a Trek Madone and a Co-
Motion tandem.     My favorite ride location is out of Lake 
Community since it is close to my house, within a mile, so 
I can ride to the ride. I do a number of solo rides as well 
and have done self-contained cross country trips like three 
or four weeks at a time, my favorite was along the Oregon 
-California coast and going through the redwoods was a 
highlight for me. 
 
I was born in Hartville Ohio into a family of six brothers 
and four sisters, and we moved to Sandy Lake, Pa. when I 
was 7, I grew up on a dairy farm in Pa.  I moved back to 
Hartville after I got married to Karen and we have two 
daughters who are both married and have their own fami-
lies.  
 
When I was working for a living. I was a general contractor 
for new homes for 41 years and a landlord for 12 years. 

James RubertiñTrustee 

I have been a member of SCBC since 2020. I started riding 
in Houston Texas with the Southwest Cycling Club 23 years 
ago 

My current bikes are a Cervelo and a Cannondale. 

My favorite place to ride is Texas because it offers almost 
year-round riding, great weather, and good roads. 

I grew up in Upstate New York. 

I am still active in my career and continue to run my own 
logistics business. 

I have been married to Jeanne for 47 years. We have a 
chihuahua named Olive Oyl. 

Bruce TreiberñTrustee 

 My name is Bruce Treiber.  I grew up in Canton, attend-
ing Lincoln High School and THE Ohio State University where I 
spent 4 years in the OSU Marching Band.  That is a great 
memory.  I moved back to Canton in 1985 and married my "best 
girl", Cathy.  We have 2 children, Nicholas and Lauren and a pre-
cious granddaughter, Lola.  
 I've loved everything about bikes from the time I got a 
tricycle for Christmas at about age 3.  The two-wheel versions 
started with the Davey Crockett kids bike with 16" wheels and 
many bikes have ensued.  Currently my main rides are 2 Kestrel 
road bikes, a Trek Domane road bike and a Jamis gravel bike.  
There is also a lonely Cannondale tandem, a fixed gear road bike 
and a Trek mountain bike hanging in the rafters of my garage.  
Obsessive you ask?  That is likely a "yes". 
 In 1997, Greg Kauth introduced me to the bike club, and 
I was hooked right away.  
My favorite ride site is New Philadelphia Southside Community 
Park.  You have a mix of the beautiful valleys and hills of Tusca-
rawas County there.   
 There is so much I love about this club.  I treasure every 
ride and the good friends that I have made.  We have shared 
many great trips together to Canada, Vermont, Ireland, France 
and in many parts of the U.S.  There are also many storied 
"Winter Fun Club" rides and of course the famous Fireball and 
Hot Chocolate celebrations after those adventures.  
 A year ago, I decided that it was my turn to give back to 
the club and serve you in a leadership role.  It's an honor to do 
this for all of you. 
Peace 
Bruce  



7 

 
Ben YoungñTrustee 

I have been a member of SCBC for 4 or 5 years 
My ride is a Trek Domane SL that is forever covered in 
gravel grit, and battle scars, much like myself. 
My favorite ride is the Flat and Sassy route out of Navarre 
down to Bolivar and back, or any trail like the Panhandle 
or Blackhand Gorge trail. 
I hit a lot of trails on my own, on a continuous effort to 
ride every single trail. Iõve gone on a couple of tour rides 
with others and occasionally commute when the weather 
is nice. 
My favorite riding is In the hills and forests somewhere 
between North Industry, Navarre, and Bolivar. 
I semi-retired from Software Engineering a few years ago. 
Now I part-time help out in a nursing home, but mainly I 
try to focus on a new fine art business. 
I have one teenage son, Marcus, and two cats, Princess and 
Maple. 
 

Nick DiMauroñTrustee 

I have been riding with the SCBC since I started road riding 
in 2022. My current bike is a steel frame Fairlight Streel 
made in London England. My favorite place to start a ride 
is Fort Laurens in Bolivar because of the beautiful views 
found not far from the starting location. It certainly has 
nothing to do with its proximity to Lockport Brewery. Be-
sides club rides, I occasionally ride solo out of Jackson 
Township where I live.  
 
Outside of the club, my wife Katie and I have 2 children, 
Ally, age 9 and Ben, age 8. The kids enjoy doing the Poker 
Run, which is now a yearly tradition for us. Ben would like 
the club to know he did a 20-mile Towpath ride at age 7! I 
certainly think he and his sister have a future in the club. 
I'm currently employed as a Nurse Practitioner with the 
Cleveland Clinic and work in Occupational Medicine in 
North Canton. I look forward to serving as a trustee and 
hope to see many of you on a ride soon!  
 

Sally GriffithsñTrustee 

I have been a member of the SCBC for 10 years. I have been a trus-
tee for 4 years, President for 2 years, and now trustee by virtue of 
past president for 2026. 

 I have 2 bikes, a Standard Trek Domane SLR9 and a Domane+ SLR 
7.  I lead rides out of AL Leno and Lake Community Park. 

I am a retired RN.  Since retiring I have done two RIde for Missions 
Tours, first one was the summer of 2024 in Maryland/Delaware , 
the  second one was in summer of 2025 Shipshewana, Indiana to 
Columbus, Ohio.  I also did a tour in Wisconsin in early summer of 
2024. 

I was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri.  I got married in 1977, I 
have 2 daughters, 3 granddaughters and no longer have any pets.   

I had 4 Irish Terriers over the years.  The last two I trained and 
trialed in Rally (a form of obedience) and agility.  My male was the 
number two Irish Terrier in the Country prior to his retirement and 
had 3 invites to the AKC invitational in Orlando Florida, where only 
the top 5 dogs of each breed get an invite. My last Irish went to 
the bred ring, had her excellent Rally title and titled in Agility.  
After retiring my dogs from the competitive world I started riding. 

And, now you know my story. 


